IS A PICTURE WORTH 1000 WORDS?
A. ROSS 
Alas, a PICTURE falls far short of 1000 words, and is most unlikely to reach this goal no matter how many references are consulted.
Can any seven-letter word reach the 1000-word plateau? One can shed some light on this problem by looking for the most fertile combination of letters if only Merriam-Webster Pocket Dictionary boldface entt"ies (plus plurals, past tenses, participles and similar inferred forms) are allowed. Noting that the 273 words of PICTURE contain 46 Pocket Dictionary words, one can then extrapolate upwards with a factor of 5.93.
Subject to further discoveries, I propose the following words as best: In thea ry, a word of n diffe rent lette r s can be ar ranged inn! diffe rent ways --2 for words of two letters J 6 for words of three letters, 24 for words of four letters, and so on. In practice, these limits are almost never achieved except for a few two-letter and three-letter words. In order to reach the lOOO-word level, one must find the average number of rear rangements given in the middle column J plus at least 100 words of six Or seven letters --a well-nigh impossible achievement! Philip Cohen believes that 1000 words might be possible if open sources are allowed, and adds that for eight-letter words the 1000-word plateau should be fairly easy to reach.
